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Chinese entertainer has constrained to eat a dinner
with chopsticks. Let the new institutions be extra-
ordinarily wide of experience, and inconvenience be-
comes imminent peril. The body-politic is in that
case like the body-natural transported to a new
climate, imaccustomed food, and strange surround-
ings. Sometimes it perishes altogether. Sometimes
the most unexpected parts of its organisation develop
themselves at the expense of others ; and when the
ingenious legislator had counted on producing a
nation of self-denying and somewhat sentimental
patriots, he finds that he has created a people of
Jacobins or a people of slaves.

It is in a high degree likely that the British
Parliament and the British electorate will soon have
to consider which of these two principles, assumption
or experience, they will apply to a great and ancient
institution, of all our institutions the one which on
the whole has departed least from its original form.
I put aside the question which of them it is that has
been applied to the constituent body of the House of
Commons. That is over, and its consequences, in
Homeric phrase, " lie upon the knees of the gods."
But, surprising as was the way in which the question
of Franchise and Redistribution ended, and in which
the question of reconstructing the House of Lords,
which had been mixed up with it, fell suddenly into
the background, no observant man can doubt that